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5.1  Conclusion 
This study on an error analysis was conducted to find out what types of 
errors were made by the eighth grade students in the use of simple past tense in a 
recount text. 
This study is based on some theories which deal with the topic disccussed; 
they are contrastive analysis, error analysis and simple past tense.  This study is 
categorized as a qualitative descriptive study because in this study the writer tries 
to identify, analyze and describe the results and discuss them.  
In finding the data, the writer administered a test to the eighth grade 
students of Saint Joseph Junior High School Surabaya of the academic year 2013-
2014. The test was about the use of simple past tense in a recount text in the form 
of controlled composition, and it consisted of thirty items.  
The result of the study show that the total errors made by the students were  
720 errors. Those errors were  divided into three types. The first type with the 
highest frequency of errors made by the students belongs to the misformation 
errors. There were 516 misformation errors with the percentage of 71.14% which 
consists of 500 errors of misformation due to alternating-forms, and 16 errors due 
to archi-forms. The second type of errors belongs to omission errors. There were 
110 errors of omission with a precentage of 15.28%. The third type of errors 
belongs to addition errors. There were altogether 94 errors with the percentage of 
13.05%.  
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From the result of the study, it can be seen that the students have some 
difficulties and lack knowledge of using the correct form of the past tense rules, 
especially the regular and irregular forms of the verbs.  
In general, the interference of the mother tongue, the Indonesian language, 
has a strong influence for the students in the process of learning and mastering the 
target language that they have learned. Based on the result of the data, the writer 
found some students’ difficulties in studying the target language:  
1. The bigger problem for the students in studying simple past tense is inability 
to use correct grammar. In bahasa indonesia there is no tense whereas in 
English there are tenses. In this case, it becomes a problem because the 
students have already known and mastered the past tense; therefore, they 
probably use past tense in all situations or in all tense sequences.  
2. Students have difficulty in distinguishing between regular and irregular verbs. 
The applied the rule to change the regular verbs from simple to form past 
verbs by adding –d or –ed to all verbs. However there are some exceptions to 
be memorized in the case of irregular verbs, for example: ‘get’ in the simple 
form is changed into ‘got’ in the simple past. In this case, it seems that the 
students have difficulty in memorizing all of those exceptions, so the students 
probably added ‘-d’ or ‘ed’ to all verbs, both regular and irregular verbs.  
3. Many students committed errors in using subject-verb agreement. The types of 
errors appeared which were probably caused by students` lack understanding 
about the use of subject-verb agreement. The students committed errors in 
appropriate past ‘be’ to the subject, for examples: past be ‘were’ to the subject 
third person singular ‘she’ and to the plural subject ‘we’.  
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5.2  Suggestions 
       5.2.1  Suggestion for Teachers 
1. The major objective of the language teaching should be for the 
teachers to teach students the basic pattern of grammar for the 
students. The teacher should give them the clear and deep explanation 
about the tense and the rules of the tense, especially on the use of the 
simple past tense refering to regular and irregular verbs and the rules 
of changing the base of the verbs.  
2. The great success of the target language teaching is getting students to 
deal with their habits or to minimize them in committing errors as the 
influence of their mother tongue. It should be better to give them more 
exercises in using the simple past tense both in spoken and written 
language.  
3. The teachers need to think about feedback and the content feedback to 
respect the students’ errors, so the teachers could know how  students 
really enjoyed and understood the teaching process.  
       5.2.2  Suggestions for Students 
Concerning that the students still committed errors on the use of 
simple past tense, the writer would like to suggest several ways to help and 
support them in the process of mastering the simple past tense. 
1. The students should realize that the syntactic structure of English is not 
the same as the syntactic structure of Indonesian, so the students 
should give more attention to the English language.  
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2. The students should realize that in the use of simple past tense 
basically they use both regular and irregular verbs and it can be very 
difficult for some students to use; therefore, the students should pay 
more attention to some exeptions to be memorized in applying the rule 
of irregular verbs in a meaningful use.  
3. It is important that the students more actively do arious exercises given 
by the teacher. 
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